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MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Dear Families and Community Members, 
 
It is a busy time at Thornlea. This Tuesday Mid-Term report cards will be 
handed out in homerooms. If your child’s report card does not find its way, 
please give us a call we will be happy to direct it your way. Our students are 
very excited as Thursday is our annual Homecoming Basketball game and 
dance which will be held at the Paradise Banquet Hall. It should be a huge 
success and a lot of fun as the students have sold almost 300 tickets for the 
night. 
 
Our grade twelve students have already been given their Pin Code, this en-
ables them to apply to an Ontario University for the 2018/2019 academic 
year. If your child has not yet picked up their pin, they are available in our 
Guidance Office. There is a slightly different process for applying to College. 
To aid in this process there will be a workshop conducted in our lower com-
puter lab on December 21st and 22nd starting at 11:35 a.m. 
 
We would like to remind parents/guardians our School Council meeting to-
night starting at 7:15 p.m. in the library.  There will be a representative from 
George Brown College on “Show Me The Money”. The presentation is on 
how to apply for scholarships at both College and University. Many of these 
scholarships go unclaimed. Please join us tonight all are welcome. 
 
The winter weather is just around the corner and Fall sports have come to an 
end and winter sports have begun. For the boys’ basketball has started and 
girls’ volleyball is starting and our swim team is preparing for the York Region 
Finals in December. The Ski and Snow Board team is waiting for snow to ar-
rive on the hills for their season to begin. For a full listing of winter sports 
please contact the Physical Education department. 
 

Warmest Regards, 
 

Joe Foti 
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Salutations from the Guidance Department!  
 
The Guidance Team this year consists of Ms. Lovleen Rai (ESL Counselor/Literacy Lead),  
Ms. Viviane Estafanos (French Immersion Counselor/AP Co-oridnator, F.I. Teacher), Ms. Julie 
Scott (Student Success), Ms. Kathryn Pantazopoulos (Student Success for ESL students).  
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance (Counselor) and Ms. Gail Burdett (Guidance Secretary). 
 
We also would like to announce the new process for making guidance appointments. First, 
please see Mrs. Burdett, our Guidance Secretary.  If any student would like to make an ap-
pointment with their “area” identified counselor (French Immersion, ESL, Other), they should 
come to the Guidance Office before school starts (8:30 to 8:45), during their lunch (11:30 to 
12:30), or after school (3:00 to 3:30) to make their appointment. 
 
Keep in mind that many Post-Secondary Institutions (Universities and Colleges) will be coming 
to Thornlea to speak to our senior students in the first semester.   
 
This week we have Queen’s University on Nov. 16. Next week we have Waterloo, Laurier, 
UOIT, Ottawa. 
 
We would like to thank all the post-secondary representatives for their informative seminars 
with our graduating students. 
 
The Ontario University Application Centre (OUAC) Pin Codes have arrived!!  186 gradu-
ating students have already picked up their envelope with their Pin Code and are on 
their way to applying to University. 
If a student has not picked up their code, they should come to the Guidance office im-
mediately.   
 
Guidance will offer a College Application workshop on  December 21st, 22nd at 11:35 in the 
lower computer lab. 
No PinCodes are distributed for College Applications; students will create their own with their 
Ontario Education Number (OEN) at www.ontariocolleges.ca- Students can apply today! 
 
The Deadline for your University Application is January 17, 2018 (recommend to pay on-
line with a credit card) 
The next OUAC University grades transmission is scheduled for February 15th, 2018. 
 
The “Equal Consideration” Deadline for your College Application is February1st, 2018 
(recommend to pay on-line with a credit card) 
The next OCAS College grades transmission is scheduled for Nov. 24th, 2017. 
 
We would also like to remind our learning community that there is a new process in place for 
Community Service Hours.  All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their On-
tario Secondary School Diploma.  The Guidance department must approve your commu-
nity service opportunity before you start your hours.  Please see your counselor for ap-
proval.  Your service must be for a Not-For-Profit organization/event. 
A reminder to all grade 12 students; that they should hand in their community service 
hours by Wednesday January 3sth, 2018. Before the OUAC transmission. 
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Part-Time Status 
Attention to all grade 12 students, who wish to apply for part-time status, may pick up an appli-
cation form from their Guidance Counselor starting on Monday November 13th. Your Counselor 
will then make a follow-up appointment with an Administrator, after your application has been 
submitted. The completed form must be submitted by Monday November 27th by 2:00 PM, so 
that it will not appear on your Transcript. 
 
Full Disclosure deadline 
Reminder full disclosure date is Wednesday Nov. 29th.If you wish to drop a course and not 
have it appear on your transcript see Guidance asap. 
 
If students are planning on making a request for a timetable change for 2nd semester, 
they should make an appointment with their counselor today or ASAP. 
 
 
For Scholarship information, please make an appointment to see Ms. Rai in the Guidance of-
fice. 
We also have a handout in the Guidance office. 
 
Two great websites to find out more information on scholarships are: 
 
http://www.studentawards.com/ 
 
www.electronicinfo.ca/scholarships 
 
www.yconic.com 
 
www.scholarshipscanada.com 
 
 
We also would like to announce a new initiative to all our grade 9 students.  Grade 9 students 
that complete their 40 community service hours in their grade 9 year will receive a special cer-
tificate of completion.   
 
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please come down to the Guidance Office 
and pick up a Community Service Hours form and please take a look at our “Volunteer Bulle-
tin Board” for current opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Education requirement. 
 
 
Night School Course registration starts Jan. 10th – register through Career Cruising 
www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/Night-School-Credit-Courses.aspx 
 
Night School E-Learning Course registration starts Jan. (Only if you have 3 or less courses on 
your Timtable) 
www.yrdsb.ca/schools/e-learning/programs/Pages/Winter-Catalog.aspx 
 
 
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance and Career Education 
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The HPE department will again be participating in the Santa Shuffle 5 
km run on Saturday, December 2nd and you are all invited to enjoy 
the event with us.  There is also an option of a 1 km elf walk if you 
are interested in bringing your families or you are new to running. 
  
The race takes place at Sunnybrook/Will Creek Park, 1132 Leslie St., 
Toronto and it starts at 10 am. 
  
The race entry fee is $15, payable to Thornlea Secondary 
School.  You will also need to come by the phys. ed. office to com-
plete a registration form.  Your other option is to pay/register 
online however you will not receive the discounted fee of $15. 
  
Please note that the money raised is for the Salvation Army Gateway 
program. 
  
Lastly, if you wanted to take the bus down with the students please 
let me know ASAP in order to account for spacing.  The bus is leaving 
Thornlea at 8:30 am and returning for after noon. 
  
We hope you will be able to enjoy the day of activity with us. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Kathryn and Nathalie 
  
Ms. Kathryn Dawe 
 
Head of Health and Physical Education 
Athletic Director at Thornlea Secondary School 
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Photo booth setup 
on grade 8 
day...thanks to 
Timothy Ko for help-
ing me set up and 
run it! Also Sean 
Stone for providing 
the props. And 
thanks to all the 
electrons that pow-
ered my camera 
and flash. 
 
Rob Ackerman 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 November 20  School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 November 21  Mid-term reports home 
 November 24  PA Day 
 November 29  Last Day Full Disclosure 
 Dec. 25-Jan. 7  Christmas Break 
 January 8   First day of school 2018 
 January 10   Last day for field trips 
 January 15-17  EQAO Math Gr. 9’s 
 January 22   School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 January 25-31  EXAMS 
 February 1   Exam Review Day 
 February 2   PA Day 
 February 5   Semester 2 Begins 
 February 8   Sem 1 Final Report Cards Home 
 February 15   Semester 2 Photo Day 
 February 20   School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 February 26-March 9 GRAD Photo’s (More Info to Follow) 
 March 8    Interim Reports Home Sem 2 
 March 12-16   Spring Break 
 March 28   Awards Ceremony 
 March 30   Good Friday 
 April 2    Easter Monday 
 April 10    OSSLT  
 April 12    Parents’ Night 
 April 17    Term 1 Ends 
 April 18    Term 2 Begins 
 April 23    School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 April 26    Mid-Term Reports Home 
 May 2    Health & Wellness Day 
 May 3    PROM 


